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ABSTRACT 

 

This study aimed to investigate the correlation between informal digital learning of 

English (IDLE) and willingness to communicate (WTC) among university EFL 

students at Universitas Indo Global Mandiri Palembang. The study was conducted 

based on the increasing exposure of EFL students to English through digital 

platforms, while their willingness to communicate in English may still be limited 

by factors such as anxiety, a lack of confidence, and limited opportunities to use 

English. This study employed a quantitative correlational research design involving 

113 students of the English Education Study Programme at Universitas Indo Global 

Mandiri Palembang. Total sampling was used to select all 113 students as 

participants. Data were collected through a close-ended questionnaire measuring 

IDLE and WTC and were analysed using descriptive statistics, reliability testing, 

assumption testing, and Pearson Product-Moment Correlation with the assistance 

of IBM SPSS Statistics. The results revealed a statistically significant positive 

correlation between IDLE and WTC (r = 0.684, p = 0.000 < 0.05). The correlation 

coefficient indicated a strong positive relationship between the two variables, 

suggesting that students with higher engagement in informal digital English 

learning tended to demonstrate higher willingness to communicate in English. 

These findings indicate that informal digital English learning provides a relevant 

context for students’ engagement with English and may be associated with their 

willingness to communicate. 

Keywords: Informal Digital Learning of English (IDLE), Willingness to 

Communicate (WTC), EFL Students, Correlational Study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



x 

 

 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

COVER ................................................................................................................... 1 

APPROVAL PAGE .............................................................................................. II 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS ................................................................................ III 

REVISION SHEET............................................................................................. IV 

STATEMENT PAGE ........................................................................................... V 

DEDICATIONS .................................................................................................. VI 

MOTTO .............................................................................................................. VII 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS............................................................................. VIII 

ABSTRACT ......................................................................................................... IX 

TABLE OF CONTENTS...................................................................................... X 

LIST OF TABLES.............................................................................................. XII 

LIST OF APPENDICES .................................................................................. XIII 

CHAPTER I............................................................................................................ 1 

INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................. 1 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY .......................................................................... 1 

1.2 RESEARCH QUESTIONS .................................................................................... 6 

1.3 PURPOSES OF THE STUDY ................................................................................ 7 

1.4 THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY .................................................................. 7 

1.4.1 For Students ............................................................................................. 7 

1.4.2 For Educators ........................................................................................... 7 

1.4.3 For University .......................................................................................... 7 

1.4.4 For Researcher ......................................................................................... 8 

1.5 RESEARCH LIMITATION ................................................................................... 8 

CHAPTER II .......................................................................................................... 9 

LITERATURE REVIEW ...................................................................................... 9 

2.1 WILLINGNESS TO COMMUNICATE (WTC) ........................................................ 9 

2.1.1 Definition of Willingness to Communicate (WTC) ................................. 9 

2.1.2 Willingness to Communicate in Second Language (L2/SLA) .............. 11 

2.1.3 Components of Willingness to Communicate ....................................... 13 

2.1.4 Key Factors in Willingness to Communicate ........................................ 15 

2.2 INFORMAL DIGITAL LEARNING OF ENGLISH (IDLE) ...................................... 18 

2.2.1 Definition of Informal Digital Learning of English (IDLE) .................. 18 

2.2.2 Types of Informal Digital Learning of English (IDLE) Activities ........ 20 

2.2.3 Benefits of Informal Digital Learning of English (IDLE) in EFL 

Learning. ......................................................................................................... 22 

2.2.4 The Relationship Between IDLE and Formal English Language Teaching 



xi 

 

(ELT) ............................................................................................................... 23 

2.2.5   The Relationship between IDLE and WTC ......................................... 25 

2.3 PREVIOUS RELATED STUDIES ........................................................................ 28 

2,4 SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES ................................................................... 30 

2.5 HYPOTHESIS .................................................................................................. 32 

CHAPTER III ...................................................................................................... 33 

METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH ......................................................... 33 

3.1 RESEARCH METHOD ...................................................................................... 33 

3.2 RESEARCH VARIABLES ................................................................................... 33 

3.3 OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS .......................................................................... 34 

3.4 POPULATION AND SAMPLE ............................................................................ 35 

3.4.1 Population .............................................................................................. 35 

3.4.2 Sample ................................................................................................... 36 

3.5 RESEARCH INSTRUMENT ................................................................................ 36 

3.6 THE TECHNIQUE OF COLLECTING THE DATA.................................................. 38 

3.7 CONTENT VALIDITY OF QUESTIONNAIRE ....................................................... 39 

3.8 RELIABILITY OF QUESTIONNAIRE ................................................................... 41 

3.9 TECHNIQUE OF DATA ANALYSIS .................................................................... 42 

CHAPTER IV ....................................................................................................... 44 

FINDINGS AND INTERPRETATION ............................................................. 44 

4.1 FINDINGS ....................................................................................................... 44 

4.1.1 Normality Test ....................................................................................... 44 

4.1.2 Description of the Research Data .......................................................... 45 

4.1.3 Pearson Correlation ............................................................................... 47 

4.1.4 Hypothesis Testing ................................................................................ 49 

4.2 DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS ....................................................................... 51 

CHAPTER V ........................................................................................................ 57 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS ............................................................. 57 

5.1    CONCLUSION ............................................................................................... 57 

5.2 SUGGESTIONS ................................................................................................ 58 

5.2.1 For Students ........................................................................................... 58 

5.2.2 For English Lecturers ............................................................................ 58 

5.2.3 For Higher Education Institutions ......................................................... 58 

5.2.4 For Future Researchers .......................................................................... 59 

REFERENCES ..................................................................................................... 61 

APPENDICS ......................................................................................................... 65 



xii  

LIST OF TABLES 

 

Table 3.1 The Population of the Research ............................................................. 34 

Table 3.2 Research Instrument Specification......................................................... 37 

Table 3.3 Validity Criteria Based on Percentage Scores ....................................... 39 

Table 3.4 Expert Judgment Results ........................................................................ 40 

Table. 3.5 Reliability Statistics Pilot Study ........................................................... 41 

Table 3.6 Interpretation of the correlation coefficient ........................................... 42 

Table 4.1 Normality Test ....................................................................................... 43 

Table 4.2 Description of the Research Data........................................................... 44 

Table 4.3 Pearson Product Moment Correlation .................................................... 46 

Table 4.4 Summary of Hypothesis Testing ............................................................ 48 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xiii  

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

APPENDIX A The Research Comparison…….……………………...............65 

APPENDIX B Validation Sheet of Questionnaire Instrument……………….66 

APPENDIX C Pilot Study Questionnaire…………………………..………..69 

APPENDIX D Pilot Study Responses……………………………..……...…71 

APPENDIX E Reliability Test Result…………………………………….…74 

APPENDIX F Main Research Instrument………………………..………….76 

APPENDIX G Main Research Responses……………..…………………….78 

APPENDIX H Reliability Statistics…………..……………………………..83 

APPENDIX I Descriptive Statistics…..……………………………………..84 

APPENDIX J Pearson Product Moment Correlation………………..………85 

APPENDIX K Form Kartu Bimbingan……………………………………...86 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	2c917bec30d10fabecf3b32d2807314dc6d93172335e3a4fed85d647dbd90428.pdf
	DEDICATIONS
	MOTTO

	f1555f55b348c19fad7b3f5f9aebde6f7ecb5cf9db17a540b88b834b37e7da45.pdf
	2c917bec30d10fabecf3b32d2807314dc6d93172335e3a4fed85d647dbd90428.pdf
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	LIST OF TABLES

	f1555f55b348c19fad7b3f5f9aebde6f7ecb5cf9db17a540b88b834b37e7da45.pdf

